Top Ten Ways to "Test Drive™ a College

1. Learn about the college before you visit Read materials from the college and check out
their web sife. If you are visiting more than one on a particular day, refresh vour memory about
that school just before you arrive. Be sure to spend at least one-half day at each college.

2. Evaluale the environment of the campus. Is the campus too big or too small for you? Do
vou like the naarby town or do vou feel isolated? Consider how you would get arcund campus
parhicularty in the rain or snow.

3. Visit the admissions office and participate in the information session. Ask guestions that
help you clanfy the academic program ai the school and the tvpe of student who is most
comfortable and successtul there. You may choose o have a formal inferview with a
aamissions stall member. Bring 3 resurne of yvour grades and eclivities, Dress nicely, but not out
of character,

i

£, Take the stugentlad tour of campus. Take advantage of the coporlunily o ask gusstions
about campus life from a peer. Recognize, however, that tour guides are not necessarily fypical
of all students since they formally represent the school,

8, Check out the dorme. Find out about the dorm oplions available, such as all-Freshman or
co-ed. Arrange in advance fo spend the night in a dorm, if possible. Picture vourself living in
dorm. Are you comforigble with where they are located on campus, such as the proximity o
classes or the campus center?

8. Arrange for campus meetings with department heads in the subjects that interest yvou,
coaches in sports where vou excel, and former graduates from your high school. Bring 2
resume that highlights your expenence in your area of expertise. Ask about! opportunities based
o your skills and interests. Write down the names of any officials you meet with and send
personal thank-you notes when you return home.

7. 8it in on classes and check out the library. How is the rapport between studenis and
facully in the classroom? Look through the books at the ibrary in vour area of interest. Look for
guiet places 1o study.

£, Look into life beyond academics, Check out the athletic facilities, theater, and student
center. Read the notices up in the dorms or on bulletin boards. Can you see yourself joining in?

8. Mave unch in the student center and watch student interactions. Talk with students all
over campus about thelr impressions of the school. Look at the students themselves. Do vou
feet comforiable among the studenis?

16. Afler each vislt, wrile dovwn vour impressions of that college. After a2 while, the visions

of different schools start to biur if you don't immediately stop 1o record vour thoughis! Keep a list
of pros and cons for comparison.

SQURCE: IECA website: www. educationalconsullanting.org



